[Role of saliva, salivary glands and epidermal growth factor (EGF) on oral wound healing].
Saliva perform a number of biologic functions that are instrumental in maintaining oral health. Those are: lubrication, remineralization, buffering, antimicrobial protection, cleansing and maintenance of mucosal integrity. Saliva provides a natural reservoir of growth factors. By far the most highly characterized growth factor is EGF. Animal and human studies suggest that EGF plays a fundamental role in systemic and oral wound healing. This brief review is designed not to discuss all effects of EGF in detail but to highlight the basic principles of growth factors' action and their role in oral health.